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Volunteers from the Union territory of Colorado played a small, but unique role during the Civil War. While a few companies from the state did help to halt Confederate advances in New Mexico and elsewhere, most Colorado volunteers were involved fighting Native Americans rather than rebel troops (Faust, 1986, p. 151).  In this way, for Colorado, the Civil War was really only part of a larger war with the Native Americans of the West. 

Although Colorado did not become a state until long after the Civil War ended (1876), she was organized as a Union territory just as the war began. Colorado had a population of only 25,371 when President Lincoln named William Gilpin as Colorado’s first territorial governor in the summer of 1861. (State Handbook and Guide, 2009). Colorado was basically too under-populated and too far away from the main fighting to play a major military role in the Civil War.   

Colorado had grown rapidly in the years just prior to the Civil War. In 1858 a gold rush attracted northerners and southerners to what is now Denver. While many of the new residents probably had strong feelings toward the North or the South, the most issue was protection from the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes who sometimes raided the stage routes going into Denver. This became a greater issue when the war began and federal soldiers were called back East to fight against the Confederacy (Encarta, 2009).

In time Colorado would contribute a total of 4,903 men to the Union Army. The territory organized three cavalry units, two infantry companies and a light artillery battery.  Most of these men would see action in neighboring territories as no major battles took place in Colorado itself.  It has been estimated that approximately an equal number of men from 
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