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While people like to humanize events and make analogies to processes we are familiar with, calling the formation of new stars a “birth” really is not an accurate way to describe the process.

This past May scientists launched the Herschel Space Laboratory into space. Using new cameras and one of the largest telescopes ever put into orbit, astronomers began viewing the universe “at far infrared wavelengths” earlier this month.  These scientists claim that what they see is a galaxy in ''a very turbulent process'' that constantly processes new generations of stars (Space Telescope Captures Galaxy Giving Birth to Stars, October 3, 2009).

In short, the creation of stars as viewed by Herschel and understood from earlier work, is not really like the birth of a person, animal or plant.  Unlike living things, stars are not biologically related any specific “parent” star.  New stars may share certain common traits, but these are determined by the availability of interstellar matter and the laws of physics, not by any genetic makeup.  Finally while stars go through predictable stages during their existence, they do not go through a process of maturation or growth, but rather a simple change in energy output over time.
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