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Abstract

This essay explores the relationships between classical and modern rhetoric.  The paper describes classical rhetoric in detail to provide a reference for discussions of the evolution and transition of rhetoric in the intellectual and private lives of modern individuals.  This discussion includes structural and theoretical details as well as contrasting opinions throughout the history of rhetoric.  Modern rhetoric is described in terms of the current influence of classical rhetoric as well as modern day influences for the use of rhetoric as a policy tool and a means of constructive argument in an environment of many myriad opinions.  The balance of reason with certainty and uncertainty brings the essay to relevance and essentially explains the differences between the old and the new.

                                       The Art of Persuasion: Classical and Modern


Rhetoric has been the substance of basic literacy since the beginning of history.  In antiquity, students sat with their masters to learn the art of reason and articulation in an effective way.  Today’s students take a much more formal experience defined by reading and writing.  This is the essence of the transition of rhetoric from classical to modern times.  Truth that was the foundation of rhetoric at its inception has become secondary if irrelevant in modern rhetoric.  Rhetoric that once included reason and form as two inseparable characteristics is now seen as a primary tool of education and communication.  The transition of rhetoric is a result of the complexities of societies, political development, and uncertainty that does not allow truth to be easily distinguished. 
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